SIGMA THETA TAU INTERNATIONAL

Gamma Chapter

Research Awards 

Gamma Chapter of Sigma Theta Tau International supports the advancement of nursing knowledge through the provision of seed grant money from the Research Fund.  The attached pages contain information about how to apply for a seed grant from the Research Fund.  If you have questions, please contact Ann Marie McCarthy (ann-mccarthy@uiowa.edu; 335-7087) or Kim Geguzis (kimberly-geguzis@uiowa.edu; 335-7296)

Ann Marie McCarthy, PhD, RN, FAAN

Chairperson, Research Committee

Application Instructions

Submit a research proposal of not more than five (5) typewritten pages plus instruments as appropriate and the proposed budget.  One original and four (4) xerox copies of the entire application package are to be received by March 1.   

Send to:

Ann Marie McCarthy, PhD, RN, FAAN

Chairperson, Research Committee

Gamma Chapter, Sigma Theta Tau International

344 Nursing Building, College of Nursing

The University of Iowa

Iowa City, IA  52242

 Applications may also be submitted to:



Kim Geguzis



Secretary, Deans Office



101 Nursing Building, College of Nursing

The University of Iowa

Iowa City, IA  52242
RESEARCH AWARD APPLICATION FORM

	Name
	

	Address
	

	
	

	Phone
	
	Email
	

	Have you previously received a Sigma Theta Tau Research Award
	(
	No
	(
	Yes

	If yes
	Chapter
	
	Date
	

	Are you a student?
	(
	No
	(
	Yes

	If yes, what level?
	
	What school?
	


	Project Title
	

	
	


	Start date
	

	Anticipated completion date
	


	Amount of funding requested
	

	NOTE:  (Maximum Amount: Students = $1,500; Non-students = $3,500)


Research Award Agreement

If my proposal is approved by the Research Committee, I agree:

1. To use the award for the research project as described in the application and return any excess funds to the Treasurer of Gamma Chapter.

2. If research is not finished by projected completion date, remaining funds will be returned to Gamma Chapter (under certain circumstances, extensions may be obtained from the Research Committee).

3. To send one copy of the completed project and an abstract of the project to the Gamma Chapter Research Committee.

4. To acknowledge the assistance of Gamma Chapter in any appropriate way in connection with the completed research project.

5. To present findings of the research at a Gamma Chapter meeting, if requested.

	Date
	
	Signed
	


*********************************************************************************************************

FOR RESEARCH COMMITTEE USE

	Action on proposal
	

	If Approved
	
	
	

	Check Amount
	$
	Date Sent
	

	Progress Report
	Due
	
	Received
	


POLICIES OF THE RESEARCH FUND

I. PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Research Fund is to encourage qualified nurses to contribute to the advancement of nursing through research.  Monetary awards are to be primarily used as seed money for pilot projects or to supplement other resources for research.

II. THE RESEARCH FUND

Each year the Executive Committee of Gamma Chapter will set aside funds for the support of research projects.  Contributions to this fund will be solicited from Chapter members and existing sources of revenue will also be utilized.

III. CRITERIA TO BE USED IN MAKING AWARDS

A. Applicants for awards meet the following criteria:

1. Are registered nurses, or students enrolled in a master’s or doctoral program.

2. Have a well-defined research project pertinent to nursing and consistent with the purposes of Sigma Theta Tau International. 

3. Are ready to begin the research, or are already in the process of research. 

4. Have signed the Chapter’s research agreement.

B. Primary and co-investigators MUST BE active, dues-paying members of GAMMA CHAPTER.

C. Allocation of funds will be based on the quality of the proposed research, the past performance and future promise of the applicant.  All proposals of merit will be funded in differential amounts allocated on basis of scientific merit and need.

IV. AWARD ALLOCATION 

The amount of a grant will be determined by the amount of funds requested, the number of requests and the amount of funds available during the grant period.  The amount of funds available during an award period will be determined by the Executive Committee.

V. THE RESEARCH COMMITTEE

The research committee consists of five voting members.  The Chapter Treasurer will be consulted before research monies are allocated.  Policies and procedures used in making awards are approved by the Executive Committee.

VI. DEADLINES

The deadline is March 1st of each year with a decision being made by April 1st of that year and notification within one month.

COMMITTEE PROCEDURES

1. All applications and abstracts for research awards will be reviewed (blindly) by at least three (3) members of the Research Committee.  Additional reviewers will be added to the committee for particular areas of research expertise as needed.

2. Before amount determinations are made, one (1) member of the Executive Committee and the Chapter Treasurer will be consulted.

3. Applications will be ranked by all reviewers on a Review of Scientific Merit Form, and awards made in order of merit until funds are exhausted.

If two grant applications are equally meritorious, consideration will be given to receipt of previous Gamma Chapter funds and other sources of funding.

4. Awards will be made annually.  All applications must be received by March 1 of each year.  Decisions will be made by April 1st of that year and applicants will be notified of the Research Committee decision and receive monies at the Spring Induction Ceremony.

GUIDELINES FOR PREPARATION OF THE RESEARCH PROPOSAL 

The following guidelines are meant to assist your proposal.  

1. Your abstract should not exceed five (5) typewritten (double-spaced) pages plus copies of instruments and budget; general style should be the same as that of the article.  

2. The author's name should NOT appear on the proposal, but only on the attached application form.  

3. Remember, to the degree that a proposal is succinct, accurate, quickly comprehended, and informative, it increases your chances of a favorable review.  

SUGGESTED FORMAT FOR THE PROPOSAL

I. Problem, Specific Purpose, and Justification of the Study 
Give a brief overview, indicating the nature of the problem, how it relates to your field of interest, and why you chose to investigate it.  Include what has been done, what is yet to be done. Then provide a concise statement of the purpose followed by specific aims or objectives, if appropriate. 

II. Review of the Literature/Conceptual Framework

Include a brief review of the literature, indicating the present status of knowledge in the area of investigation.  This includes findings of pertinent studies.

III. Methodology

State in clear logical terms exactly how the study is to be carried out.  Elements to be included are:

· Design

State the type of design you are using for your study.
· Sample/Setting

Describe the sources that will provide the data needed to implement the study.  These may include the population for sampling (number and characteristics), documentation, etc. note limitations.

· Instruments and Procedures

Outline the procedure you propose to follow, including instruments to be used and precautions to take to insure objectivity, validity and reliability.  Describe precautions to take to safeguard the rights and welfare of human subjects who may be involved.

· Data Analyses

Give brief explanation of the plan or procedure you will follow in the treatment of the data.  Include statistical measures to be used if applicable.

IV. Time Line
Estimate the time it will take you to complete the study and include what activities you will carry out during that time.  

V. Estimated Budget (one page only)

Include items money is to be expended for.  

